Church News / Notices.

The next meeting of the
MINISTRY AREA COUNCIL

Takes place at 7.00pm on Wednesday 28th January 2026
in St. Catwg’s Church, Gelligaer.

Y Cymun Bendigaid
The Holy Fucharist
Will be celebrated next Saturday (31 January)
at 11.00am in S. Catwg's Church, Gelligaer
This is a bilingual service for welsh speakers and learners
And everyone is welcome to join us.

SHROVE TUESDAY CHEESE AND WINE EVENING
AND CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
for members of the District Church Council and all
members of the congregation
at 7pm in Neuadd, S/ Catwgs Hall.
to discuss work needed to S. Margaret’s
and challenges presented by the Church Hall.
Curch groups and Community groups — what'’s on!
Friends of Gilfach
Hold their monthly Quiz Afternoon, on fg f

Tuesday 27t at St. Margaret's Church,
Gilfach at 2.00pm
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SUNDAY 25% January 2026 -
The Conversion of Paul, Apostle

We are a welcoming Christian community serving the people of the District of Gelligaer.

Community Dance Group

Meet each Monday at 10.30am at
St. Margaret’'s Church. All are welcome!!

Bargoed Community Choir.
We meet each Thursday, during term time,
at St. Margaret's Church, Gilfach
10.00 to 11.30 am. All are welcome!!

Priest: Fr ga ry Powell Reader: Carolyn Corbin

Dear friends,

| hope that you are all well and that you have all had a good week. We
extend a warm welcome to everyone. Please join us for worship.
Please keep this newsletter and see our parish website and parish
Facebook page which for information of our weekly services and
forthcoming events and devotional aids.

Today we celebrate the Conversion of Saint Paul. In dramatic fashion
Saul, the persecutor of Christians in the early Church, encounters the
living Christ, and becomes Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles. Paul is
given his own personal revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son of God,
the Messiah (the Anointed One). This revelation completely
transforms Paul’s life. His life’s mission becomes to proclaim the
risen Christ and his promise of eternal life to all who him, to the
Gentile world. Paul, perhaps one of the most unlikely of the Apostles,
brings the Christian faith to the Gentile world, to our world. In
choosing Paul to bring the message of salvation to the Gentiles God
shows that no-one is beyond his love, no-one is beyond being called
by God to work with him.

Your friend and priest, Fr Gary Powell

Worship Through the Week.

S. Margaret’s Church, Gilfach:

Sunday 11.00am Sung Eucharist Sunday 9.30am Sung Eucharist
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist | Wednesday 10.00am oly Eucharist

S. Catwg’s Church, Gelligaer:

Everyone is welcome to join us for worship during the week and our social
groups and meetings. Further details on the back of this newsletter.

Everyone is welcome to join us for any of our groups and social meetings.

DEVOTIONAL MATERIAL AND OTHER USEFUL
INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING
WEBSITES:

www.parishofgelligaer.org.uk (scan the QR Code)
Parish of Gelligaer Facebook page
llandaff.churchinwales.ora.uk / churchinwales.orq.uk

Priest: Fr Gary Powell, The Rectory, Church Road, Gelligaer, CF82 8FW

Telephone: 01443 832119 / Email: GaryPowell@cinw.org.uk
Please do not hesitate to contact Fr Gary in the event of sickness or other need.
For enquires regarding Baptisms angv weddlzgs otr S lrlltual guidance please contact Fr Gary.
e are here to help.

‘Taff Rhymney Ministry Area registered as charitable incorporated organisation in England & Wales.
Registered Charity No. 1208522
Principal Office: The Vicarage, Cedar Way, Ystrad Mynach, CF82 7DR.




The Liturgy of the Word.

Collect: Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel to shine throughout the
world through'thé preaching of your servant Saint Paul: grant that we who celebrate
his wonderful conversion may follow him in bearln? witness to your truth; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all’honour and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

Readings, Psalm and Gospel for Today.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah . 1.4-10
Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, ‘Before | formed you in the womb |
knew you, and before you were born | consécrafed you; | appointed you a Erophet to
the nations.’ Then | said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Truly | do’not know how to speak, for | am
only a boy.” But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not’say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go
to all to whom | send you, and you shall speak whatever | command you. Do not be
afraid of them, for | am with you to deliver %ou sang the LORD.’ Then the LORD put
out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, ‘Now | have put my
words in your mouth. See, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to
[f_lu,ck, UP and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.

his is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67. ) )
Response: Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples praise you.

May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his'face to shine upon us,

that your way may be known upon earth,
your'saving power among all nations. (R)

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you. .

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for Jou_ Jud%e the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth. (R)

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us,

May God continue to bless us; ,

let all the ends of the earth revere him.  (R)

A readinP from the book of the Acts of the Apostles. o 9.1-22
Meanwhile Saul, still breathm% threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and anroachlné: Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying fo him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you,
Lord?’ The Teply came, ‘| am Jesus, whom You are persecuting. But get up and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are 10 do.” The men who were travelling with
him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from

the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; sa they led him by
the hand and brought him info Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and
neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, The
Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.” He answered, ‘Here | am, Lord.’ The Lord said
to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Stralght, and at the house of Judas look for
a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have heard from many about this
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name,’ But the Lord said to
him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chdsen to bnnﬁ my name before
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how much
he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered the house. He
laid his hands on Saul and said; ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain Your sight and be filled with
the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like Scales fell from his eyes, and his sight
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he
regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of
God.” All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc
in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the
purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” Saul became increasingly
more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that
Jesus was the Messiah.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! _

Open our hearts, O Lord, to receive the words of your Son.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. Matthew. 19. [24-26,] 27-30
Glory toyou, O Lord.

Again | tell Kou,, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this
they were grea_tl astounded and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ But Jesus looked
at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.’
Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then
will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly | tell you, at the renewal of all things, when
the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s
sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first
will be last, and the last will be first.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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